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Gina S. Lovasi, PhD, MPH 

Curriculum Vitae 
 
 
Date of Preparation:   
 May 9, 2024 
 
Personal Data: 
 Gina Schellenbaum Lovasi, PhD, MPH 
 (formerly Gina Danielle Schellenbaum) 
 U.S. Citizen, born May 1980 in Wyoming 
 eRA commons username: LOVASIG 

ORCiD: 0000-0003-2613-9599 
Web of Science ResearcherID: C-2781-2009  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/gina-s-lovasi-ab19a064/ 

 
Academic Appointments: 

May 2024 – present  
 Dana and David Dornsife Dean, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel 

University, Philadelphia, PA 
May 2024 – present  
 Professor of Epidemiology, Department of Epidemiology and 

Biostatistics, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

September 2023 – April 2024 
 Interim Dean, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University, 

Philadelphia, PA 
September 2016 – April 2024  
 Dornsife Associate Professor of Urban Health, Department of 

Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel 
University, Philadelphia, PA. 

March 2022 – August 2023 
 Associate Dean for Education, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel 

University, Philadelphia, PA 
  September 2016 – February 2022  

Co-Director, Urban Health Collaborative, Dornsife School of Public 
Health, Drexel University, Philadelphia, PA. 

January 2015 – August 2016   
Co-Director, Urban+Health Initiative, Mailman School of Public Health, 
Columbia University, New York, NY. 

 January 2011 – December 2015 
Co-Director, Epidemiology and Population Health Summer Institute at 
Columbia University, New York, NY. 

September 2009 – August 2011   
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Associate Director, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health and Society 
Scholars Program at Columbia University, New York, NY. 

September 2009 – August 2016  
Assistant Professor, Columbia University, Mailman School of Public 
Health, Department of Epidemiology, New York, NY. 

 
Academic Training: 

July 2003 – August 2006  
University of Washington, Epidemiology, PhD  
Neighborhood walkability, physical activity, and cardiovascular risk 
Sponsor: Bruce M. Psaty, MD, PhD, MPH 

September 2001 – June 2003  
University of Washington, Epidemiology, MPH  

September 1998 – June 2001  
UCLA, Ecology, Behavior and Evolution, B.S. 

 
Postdoctoral Training: 

September 2006 – August 2009   
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health and Society Scholar at 
Columbia University, New York, NY 

 
 Honors and Awards: 
 2015  Faculty Fellowship from the Robert N. Butler Columbia Aging Center  

2013  Calderone Junior Faculty Prize 
2012 David Bates Award from the American Thoracic Society  
2011 Multi-Ethnic Study of Atherosclerosis Young Investigator Award  
2009  American Thoracic Society Assembly on Behavioral Science Travel Award  
2001 Pre-doctoral training grant from NHLBI in cardiovascular epidemiology 
2001  UCLA college and departmental honors at graduation: summa cum laude  
1998 UCLA Regents’ Scholarship  
1998  National Merit Scholarship 

 
Grant Support: 

Current Support 
2024 – 2028 Sub-Contract Principal Investigator (PI: Bo Qin, Rutgers University). 

American Cancer Society RSG-23-1143513-01-CTPS A Multilevel Study 
of Breast Cancer Survivorship Among Black Women: Social 
Determinants, Lifestyle Patterns, and Inflammatory Pathways. $1,111,471 
total costs. 

2024 – 2025 Co-Director (PI: Reneé Moore). Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
00023172 Dornsife Initiative to Transform Academia for Equity (DITAE). 
$175,000 total costs. 

2023 – 2024 Sub-Contract Principal Investigator (PI: Michelle Carlson, Johns Hopkins 
University). NIA R01AG055404 Neighborhoods, Cognitive Aging and 
Modifiable Risk Factors. $2,316,758 total costs. 
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2022 – 2025 Principal Investigator. NIA 2R56AG049970 Communities Designed to 
Support Cardiovascular Health of Older Adults (Renewal). $1,291,309 
total costs. 

2021 – 2025  Sub-Contract Principal Investigator (PI: Andrew Rundle, Columbia 
University). NIAAA R01AA028552 Identifying Alcohol-Related and 
Built Environment Factors that Can Be Modified to Prevent Pedestrian 
Road Traffic Deaths. $3,199,330 total costs. 

2021 – 2024 Sub-Contract Principal Investigator (PI: Gladys Maestre, University of 
Texas Rio Grande Vallley). NIA DP1AG069870 Integration of Socio-
Spatial Data for Neighborhoods with Muli-omic Profiles to Identify and 
Mitigate Factors Affecting Risk of Alzheimer’s Disease. $2,906,000 total 
costs. 

2019 – 2024 Contact Principal Investigator (MPIs: Lovasi, Alex Ezeh). NIMHD 
1T37MD014251 Global Alliance for Training in Health Equity Research 
(GATHER). $1,329,246 total costs.  

 
Past Support 
2017 – 2023 Co-Investigator (PI: Ana Diez Roux). Wellcome Trust 205177/Z/16/Z Our 

Planet, Our Health Award, What Makes Cities Healthy, Equitable, and 
Environmentally Sustainable? Lessons from Latin America. $12,191,632 
total costs. 

2020 – 2022  Co-Investigator (PI: Sharrelle Barber). NIH 5-R01HL14843 
Cardiometabolic Risk Development and Management in Changing 
Neighborhoods: the Jackson Heart Study. $3,272,373 

2017 – 2022  Co-Investigator (PI: Leslie McClure). CDC U01DP006293 
Component B: Coordinating Center for Community Characteristics 
Associated with Geographic Disparities in Diabetes. $3,146,259 total 
costs. 

2018 – 2020 Principal Investigator. NIA 3R01AG049970-04S1 (PI: Lovasi). 
Communities Designed to Support Cardiovascular Health for Older 
Adults. Supplemental award of $372,944 total costs.  

2015 – 2020 Principal Investigator. NIA R01AG049970 (PI: Lovasi). Communities 
Designed to Support Cardiovascular Health for Older Adults. $2,361,009 
total costs, plus $372,944 supplement awarded 2018. (See renewal under 
current, funded by NIA as an R56.) 

2016 – 2018 Subcontract Principal Investigator (PI: Myron Floyd, North Carolina State 
University). Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Physical Activity Research 
Center. Park Use and Physical Activity among Children in Lower-Income 
and Racial and Ethnic Minority Communities. $424,999 total costs. 

2016  Principal Investigator (MPIs: Lovasi, Jeanine Genkinger), President’s 
Global Innovation Fund, Building Cross-Sector Networks and 
Transdisciplinary Research to Promote Urban Health: A Partnership 
Spanning Columbia University’s Global Center, Brazil and the Mailman 
School of Public Health. $20,000 total costs. 

2015 – 2016  Principal Investigator (MPIs: Lovasi, Lynn Freedman), Mailman School 
of Public Health. Urban Health Initiative. $477,636 total costs. 
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2015 – 2016 Principal Investigator, Robert N. Butler Columbia Aging Center (PI: 
Lovasi). Local Environment, Chronic Disease Onset, and Aging in Place. 
$30,000 total costs. 

2011 – 2016  Principal Investigator, NICHD 1K01HD067390 (PI: Lovasi). Linking 
Dynamic Environments with Childhood Obesity. $669,195 total costs.  

2014 – 2015 Contract Principal Investigator. New York Restoration Project. Supporting 
Evidence-Based Investment in Public Spaces: Literature Syntheses and 
Consultation for the Haven Project. $29,998 total costs. 

2014 – 2015  Principal Investigator (MPIs: Gina Lovasi, Sandro Galea), Medtronic 
Philanthropy. A Rio das Pedras Community Diagnosis. $200,000 total 
costs. 

2013 – 2015  Principal Investigator, NIEHS Center for Environmental Health in 
Northern Manhattan (PI: Lovasi). Spatial Patterns of Pollen in NYC: 
Linking Aeroallergen Dispersion Patterns to Health. $30,000 total costs. 

2013 – 2015 Principal Investigator, Calderone Award for Junior Investigators (PI: 
Lovasi). Neighborhood Commercial Resources and Sudden Cardiac 
Arrest. $25,000 total costs. 

2013 – 2014  Principal Investigator (MPIs: Lovasi, Ryan Demmer), New York 
Community Trust. Quantifying the Effectiveness of NYC Policy 
Initiatives on Chronic Disease Prevention. $100,000 total costs. 

2011 – 2012  Principal Investigator, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Active Living 
Research Round 10 Grant (PI: Lovasi). Meta-Analysis of Built 
Environments and Social Context as Predictors of Physical Activity and 
Obesity. $75,000 total costs.  

2009 – 2011  Co-Investigator, Columbia University Academic Quality Fund (PI: Irwin 
Garfinkel). Social Indicators Survey Center. $1,163,678 direct costs. 

2009 – 2011  Associate Director, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 053571 (MPIs: 
Bruce Link, Peter Bearman). Health and Society Scholars Program, 
Columbia Site. $5,494,384 direct costs. 

2009 – 2011  Co-Investigator, US Forest Service 10-DG-11420004 (PI: Andrew 
Rundle). The Urban Forest, Childhood Asthma and Community Air 
Quality. $267,283 direct costs. 

2009 – 2011  Faculty Development Investigator, NIEHS 2P01ES009600-11 / EPA grant 
#RD-83214101 (PI: Frederica Perera). Columbia Center for Children's 
Environmental Health - Renewal. 

2008 – 2011  Principal Investigator, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health and 
Society Scholars Program seed grant (PI: Lovasi). Social Networks and 
Diabetes Management: An Ancillary Study Proposal. $15,125 total costs. 

2007 – 2011  Principal Investigator, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health and 
Society Scholars Program seed grant (MPIs: Lovasi, adams). Social 
Networks and Health Working Group. $25,000 total costs. 

2009 – 2010  Co-Investigator, NICHD HHSN2700503411C (PI: Philip Landrigan). 
National Children’s Study – Queens Vanguard Center. $1,408,007 direct 
costs. 
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2008 – 2009  Co-Investigator, NIEHS R01ES014229-01 (PI: Andrew Rundle). Obesity, 
Physical Activity and Built Space in New York City. $270,557 direct 
costs. 

2005 – 2006  Doctoral Student, Royalty Research Fund Award from the University of 
Washington (PI: Bruce M. Psaty). Neighborhood Walkability, Physical 
Activity, and Cardiovascular Risk. $25,791 total costs. 

 
Departmental and University Committees: 

2023 – Member President’s Executive Council, Drexel University 
2023 – Member Provost’s Academic Council, Drexel University 
2022 – 2023    Member University Council on Graduate Affairs, Drexel University 
2021 – 2022 Member Committee for Online Quality and Compliance, Drexel 

University 
2020 – 2022 Planning task force co-lead and member of the Urban Health 

Collaborative Anti-Racist Organizational Change Committee, Urban 
Health Collaborative, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 

2019 – 2022 Curriculum and Assessment Committee Chair, Dornsife School of Public 
Health, Drexel University 

2018 – 2019 Member Faculty Search Committee, Environmental and Occupational 
Health Department, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 

2018 – 2019  Member University Advisory Committee on Policy Process and 
Standardization, Drexel University 

2018 – 2019 Online Teaching and Learning Ambassador, Dornsife School of Public 
Health, Drexel University 

2017 – 2019 Departmental Representative to the Educational Coordinating Committee, 
Drexel University 

2017 – 2019 Curriculum Committee Chair, Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, Drexel University 

2017 – 2018 Member Global Health Task Force and Search Committee, Dornsife 
School of Public Health, Drexel University 

2016    Methods Exam Chair, Epidemiology Department, Columbia University 
2013 – 2016 Member Methods Exam Committee, Epidemiology Department, Columbia 

University 
2012 – 2016 Editor of research technique resource guides (www.mailman.columbia.edu 
 /research/population-health-methods/methods), Epidemiology 

Department, Columbia University 
2010 – 2012  Member, Curriculum Committee, Epidemiology Department, Columbia 

University  
 

Teaching Experience and Responsibilities: 
Courses Produced, Institute Co-Director 
Columbia University  
2011 – 2015 Epidemiology and Population Health Summer Institute (EPIC, 

https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/research/episummercolumbia): 
30+ courses and 300+ participants annually, Columbia University  
(co-founded by with Ryan Demmer) 

https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/research/episummercolumbia
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Courses Taught, Primary Instructor or Co-Instructor 
Drexel University 
2023 PBHL 501 Introduction to Public Health at Drexel University, ~20 

graduate students 
2022 – 2023 EOH 572 Urban Health Integrative Learning Experience Capstone at 

Drexel University, ~10 MPH students 
2021 EOH 642 Healthy Housing and Built Environment at Drexel University, 

~35 graduate students 
2019 – 2020 EPI 570 Online Introduction to Epidemiology at Drexel University, ~30 

graduate students 
2018 EPI 802 Advanced Epidemiology II: Methodological Challenges at Drexel 

University, ~5 doctoral students 
 
Columbia University 
2012 – 2016 P9487 Advanced Techniques in Epidemiologic Methods at Columbia 

University, ~20 doctoral students 
 
Short Courses Taught, Primary Instructor or Co-Instructor 
Columbia University 
2014 – 2015  EPIC Course: Missing Data and Multiple Imputation at Columbia 

University, ~10 students 
2013 – 2015 EPIC Course: Multi-Level Modeling at Columbia University, ~15 students 
2011 EPIC Course: Geographic Information Systems at Columbia University, 

~10 students 
2011 Epidemiology Doctoral Workshop on Multi-Level Modeling at Columbia 

University, ~25 students 
2008 Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Society Scholars Short 

Course: Geographic Information Systems, ~25 students 
2007  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Society Scholars Short 

Course: Relative Risk Regression, ~15 students 
 
Other Organizations 
2009  Imperial College Short Course in London, UK on Statistical Concepts for 

Molecular Epidemiology, ~25 students 
 
Drexel University 
2020 - 2023 Publication Planning Workshop for Global Alliance for Training in Health 

Equity Research, Virtual Seminar Weekly, ~5 participants  
2021 Peer-Review Workshop for Salud Urbana en América Latina 

(SALURBAL), ~30 participants 
2020 Journal Selection Workshop for Salud Urbana en América Latina 

(SALURBAL), ~15 participants  
2019 Manuscript Preparation Workshop for Salud Urbana en América Latina 

(SALURBAL) team meeting in Belo Horizonte, Brazil, ~15 participants  
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2018 Doctoral Advisory Group Workshop on Reviews at Drexel University, 
~15 students 

 
Courses Taught, Lecturer or Preceptor 
Drexel University 
2022 EPI 749 Research and Practice in Epidemiology, Online Recorded Guest 

Lecture on Table 1 design and interpretation, ~50 
2021 HON 301 Storytelling and Social Impact, Guest Lecturer, ~15 students 
2021 PBHL 510 Public Health Foundations and Systems I, Guest Lecturer, 

~100 students 
2019 PBHL 319 Nature Prescription: Trees, Green Space, and Your Health, 

Guest Lecturer, ~30 students 
2017 EOH 640 Environmental and Occupational Health, Guest Lecturer, ~80 

students 
2017 PBHL 834 Advanced Epidemiology 2: Methodologic Challenges, Guest 

Lecturer, ~5 students 
 
Columbia University 
2017  GSAPP Planning Studio, Guest Lecture, ~20 students 
2012 – 2016 M8201 Obesity/Institute for Human Nutrition, Guest Lecturer, ~30 

students 
2013 – 2016  EXEP8485 Data Visualization, Guest Lecturer, ~15 students 
2013 – 2015  EXEP8438 Epidemiology II, Guest Lecturer, ~15 students 
2015  COMS 4242 Introduction to Data Science, Guest Lecturer, ~20 students 
2015 EPIC Course: Designing Healthy Cities to Reverse Obesity and NCD 

Epidemics, Guest Lecturer, ~10 students 
2015 Initiative for Maximizing Student Development Seminar, Guest Lecturer, 

~20 students 
2014  PUBHW 3200 Introduction to Public Health, Guest Lecturer, ~30 students 
2013 – 2014  A4006 PhD Advanced Studio VI in architecture, Preceptor, ~10 students 
2013  P9419 Master’s Thesis in Epidemiology I, Guest Lecturer, ~100 students 
2010 – 2011  P8307 Molecular Epidemiology, Guest Lecturer, ~20 students  
2007 – 2010  P8432 Environmental Epidemiology, Guest Lecturer, ~20 students 
2009  PLAN 8903 PhD Colloquium, Urban Planning, Guest Lecturer, ~10 

students 
 
Other Organizations 
2021 Urban Health Media Project, Guest Presenter on Housing Safety, ~6 high 

school students 
 

Students: 
Doctoral Committees: Supervising as Committee Chair 

 2023 –  Mark Hernandez (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
 2023 –  Francesca Mucciaccio (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
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2018 – 2022 Dustin T. Fry (Urban Health Collaborative Doctoral Fellow, 
Epidemiology, Drexel University),  
Research Project: Neighborhood Physical Disorder in the Americas: 
Measurement and Evaluation 

2017 – 2021 Janene R. Brown (Epidemiology, Drexel University),  
Research Project: On the Measurement of Income, Neighborhood 
Features, and the Decomposed Theil Index of Income Inequality in their 
Association with Fatal Injury Risk 

 
Doctoral Committees: Member 
2022 –  Edwin McCulley: PhD (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 –             Patrick Smith: PhD (Community Health and Prevention, Drexel 

University) 
2022 –    Kelsey Alexovitz: PhD (Biostatistics, Drexel University) 
2017 – 2023 Brennan Rhodes-Bratton: PhD (Sociomedical Sciences, Columbia 

University) 
2018 – 2021 Rennie Joshi: PhD (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2015 – 2020 Neena Philip: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2018 – 2019  Erica Smith: PhD (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2017 – 2019  Ana Ortigoza, PhD (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2016 – 2019  Carolyn Bancroft: DrPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2015 – 2018 Hilary Armstrong: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University)  
2015 – 2017 Justin Knox: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2015 – 2016 Ariane Coelho Brotto: PhD (Earth and Environmental Engineering, 

Columbia University)   
2014 – 2016 Ashlinn Quinn: PhD (Environmental Health Sciences, Columbia 

University) 
2014 – 2016 Montina Befus: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2013 – 2016 Medina Jackson: PhD (Environmental Health Sciences, Columbia 

University) 
2012 – 2016 Anita (Asa) Radix: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2014 – 2015 Andrea Meyers: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2014 – 2015 Jennifer DeCuir, MD: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University)  
2012 – 2015 Carolyn Herzig: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012 – 2015 Kate Weinberger: PhD (Environmental Health Sciences, Columbia 

University) 
2013 – 2014 Tasha Stehling-Ariza: PhD (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2010 – 2013 Ofira Schwartz-Soicher: PhD (Social Work, Columbia University) 
 
Other Doctoral Mentoring/Examination 
2022 – 2023 Lisa Frueh: PhD (IDEA Fellow, Environmental and Occupational Health, 

Drexel University) 
2021  Andrea Salmi: Docteur ès Sciences (Urban and Regional Planning, Swiss 

Federal Institute of Technology Lausanne, EPFL) 
2021   Morgan Farnworth: PhD (Public Affairs & Administration, Robert Wood  
  Johnson Foundation Health Policy Research Scholar) 
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2021 I Gusti Ngurah Edi: PhD (Health and Society, University of Wollongong, 
AU) 

 
Master’s Students 
Thesis Supervision 
2022 –  Abby Hopkins: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 –  Kelly Doherty: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2024 Douglas Whitmire: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2024 Senay Ghidei: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2024 Amruta Archarya: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2024 Anil Kumar: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2023 Archisha Rokde: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2023 Ojaswini Depak Parab: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2023 Garrett O’Dwyer: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2021 – 2022 Sami Hamed: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2021 – 2022 Alayna Proctor: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2021 – 2022 Charis Wynn: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2021 – 2022 Isabelle Stockman: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2020 – 2021 Ngwi Tayong: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2020 – 2021 Rozhan Ghanbari: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2019 – 2020 Hannah Conner: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2019 – 2020 Gaurav J. Barot: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2018 – 2019 Allison Mitchell: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2018 – 2019 Fengge Wang: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2018 – 2019 Stephani Frisby: MS (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2017 – 2018  Cecelia Harrison: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University)  
2017 – 2018 Brittany Kulcsar: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2017 – 2018  Austin Moore: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2015 – 2016 Josh Pascual: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2015 – 2016 Richa Gupta: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2014 – 2015  Chueh Lien (Julia): MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2014 – 2015  Pauline Trin: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2013 – 2014  David Wutchiett: MA (Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences, 

Columbia University) 
2012 – 2013  Andrew Chua: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012 – 2013  Tanya Kaufman: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012 – 2013  Nicolia Eldred-Skemp: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012 – 2013  Liza Phillips: MPH (Epidemiology Columbia University) 
2011 – 2012  Stephanie Grady: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2011 – 2012  Grifin Goldsmith: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2011 – 2012  Shira Schwartz: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2010 – 2011  NanaAma Adom-Boakye: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2010 – 2011  Ifeyinwa Denise Ojemaye: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
 
Practicum/Depth Experience Supervision 
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2022 Anita Nwabueze: MPH (Health Management and Policy, Drexel 
University) 

2017  Dustin Fry: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2016  Stephanie Koh: MPH (Socio-medical Sciences, Columbia University) 
2016  Ashley Gripper: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2016 Sandra Park Aldana: MPH (Environmental Health Sciences, Columbia 

University)  
2015  Richa Gupta: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012   Tanya Kaufman: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012   Nicolia Eldred-Skemp: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2012   Leslie Kwan: MPH (Socio-medical Sciences, Columbia University) 
2011  Stephanie Grady: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
2011   Spruha Joshi: MPH (Epidemiology, Columbia University) 
 
Research Supervision 
2022 –  Alastornia (Toni) Swift: undergraduate (Sociology, Drexel University) 
2022 –  Anil Kumar: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2023 Arpita Deb: MS (Biostatistics, Drexel University) 
2022 – 2023 Deiriai Myers: MPH (IDEA Fellow, Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2020 – 2022 Sarah Boise: MPH (Urban Health Collaborative Master’s Fellow, Health 

Management and Policy, Drexel University) 
2018 – 2020 Kathleen Escoto: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2017 – 2019 Sharon Dei Tumi: MPH (Dornsife Public Health Fellow, Epidemiology, 

Drexel University) 
2017 – 2019 Steeve Ndjila: MPH (Epidemiology, Drexel University) 
2013 – 2014 BEST/CSIBS, Research Mentor, supervision of 2 interns per year 
 
International and Visiting Scholar/Research Fellow 
2022 Dan Andersson: MS (Sport sciences, Swedish School of Sport and Health 

Sciences, GIH) 
2021  Lilah Besser: K-awardee (Urban Health Collaborative Visiting Scholar) 
2018  Julia Diaz: MPH (Epidemiology, Universidad de Alcalá) 
2016  Sarah Davies: MPH (Epidemiology and Biostatistics, University of 

Melbourne) 
2016  Nicolas Berger: PhD (Social Epidemiology, London School of Hygiene 

and Tropical Medicine) 
2016  Pedro Gullón Tosio, MD: PhD (Epidemiology, Universidad de Alcalá) 
2015  Matheus Braz: BS, Science without Borders trainee, visiting from Brazil 
 
Postdoctoral trainees 
2023   Jinshil Hyun, PhD (Co-Mentor K99/R00)  
  Current Role; Instructor, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
2022 – 2023 Hoda S. Abdel Magid, MHS, PhD (Co-Mentor K99/R00 Award) 
  Current Role: Assistant Professor of Population and Public Health 

Sciences, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California 
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2021  Macceau Medozile, DrPh, MPA: Postdoctoral Research (as co-mentor), 
GATHER Trainee, Drexel University 
Current Role: Adjunct Assistant Professor, SUNY Downstate Health 
Sciences University 

2020 – 2021 Cynthia Alberto, PhD: Postdoctoral Research (Health Services Research 
and Policy, Drexel University) 
Current Role: CDC Prevention Effectiveness Fellow, U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services 

2019  Pedro Gullón Tosio, MD, PhD: Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
(Epidemiology, Universidad de Alcalá) 
Current Role: Assistant Professor Doctor in Preventive Medicine and 
Public Health, Universidad de Alcalá 

 
Faculty Mentoring:  

2023 –  Jinshil Hyun, PhD (Co-Mentor K99/R00)  
  Current Role; Instructor, Albert Einstein College of Medicine 

 2022 –  Safiyyah Okoye, PhD, MSN, RN, FNP-C [Faculty Institutional 
Recruitment for Sustainable Transformation (FIRST) Primary Mentor] 

   Current Role: Assistant Professor, joint appointment in Graduate Nursing, 
College of Nursing and Health Professions and Health Management and 
Policy, Dornsife School of Public Health Drexel University 

 2022 –  Hoda S. Abdel Magid, MHS, PhD (Co-Mentor K99/R00 Award) 
   Current Role: Assistant Professor of Population and Public Health 

Sciences, Keck School of Medicine, University of Southern California 
 2020 –  Alex Quistberg, PhD, MPH (Co-Primary Mentor K01 Award) 

  Current Role: Assistant Research Professor, Environment and 
Occupational Health, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 

 2019 –  Neal Goldstein, PhD, MPH (Advisory Board Member for K01 Award) 
  Current Role: Associate Professor, Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 

Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University  
 2019 –  Carol Oladele, PhD, MPH (Co-Mentor for K01 Award) 

  Current Role: Assistant Professor, General Internal Medicine, Director of 
Research, Equity Research and Innovation Center (ERIC), Yale School of 
Medicine, Yale University 

 2019 –  Lilah Besser, PhD, MSPH (Co-Mentor K01 Award) 
  Current Role: Research Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology, 

Miller School of Medicine, University of Miami 
2019 – 2022 Usama Bilal, MD, PhD, MPH (Dornsife Faculty Mentorship Program) 
  Current Role: Assistant Professor, Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 

Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 
 2017 – 2021 Brent Langellier, PhD, MA (Dornsife Faculty Mentorship Program) 

  Current Role: Associate Professor, Health Management and Policy, 
Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 

2017 – 2018  Sharrelle Barber, ScD, MPH (Dornsife Faculty Mentorship Program) 
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  Current Role: Assistant Professor, Epidemiology and Biostatistics, 
Director of The Ubuntu Center on Racism, Global Movements, and 
Population Health, Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University 

 
Other Professional Activities: 

Peer Reviewer (Funding agencies) 
National Institutes of Health 
2023 Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group (2024/01 ZAG1 ZIJ-7; 

J1), National Institutes of Health 
2022 National Center for Advancing Translational Sciences, National Institutes 

of Health (NIH) 
2020 Disparities elimination through coordinated interventions to prevent and 

control heart and lung disease risk (DECIPHER) T4 implementation 
project review, National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

2017 Social Sciences and Population Studies A (SSPA) study section for the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) 

2014 – 2022 Time-Sensitive Obesity Policy and Program Evaluation for the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) 

2012 Cardiovascular and Sleep Epidemiology study section for the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) 

 
Other Funders 
2015  Research Grants Council (RGC) of Hong Kong 
2015 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Research Growth Initiative 
2015 Wellcome Trust Training Fellowship, Public Health & Tropical Medicine 
2015 JM Kaplan Innovation Prize judge 
2013 Health Research Board (main agency in Ireland funding health research) 
2009 – 2011  Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Health & Society Scholars seed grant 

program at Columbia University 
2010  National Science Foundation 
 
Peer Reviewer (Journals) 
2002 –  American Journal of Epidemiology 
 American Journal of Health Promotion 
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2. Gilman, S.E., Aiello, A., Galea, S., Howe, C.J., Kawachi, I., Lovasi, G.S., Dean, 
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34791025, PMCID in progress) 
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44. Aesthetic amenities and safety hazards associated with walking and bicycling for 
transportation in New York City. Lectures in Planning Series, Columbia 
University Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation. 
New York, NY. November 2013. 
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54. Ways to bring a longitudinal perspective to research on urban neighborhoods and 
health. Cross-Unit Research Meeting at the New York Academy of 
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International Conference on Urban Health. San Francisco, CA. April 
2016. 

74. Informing the design of positive contexts that promote activity, health & health 
equity. Drexel University, Dornsife School of Public Health. Philadelphia, 
PA. May 2016. 

75. Community health diagnosis: a case study in an informal community in Rio de 
Janeiro. Conference on Building the Future of Health. Groningen, The 
Netherlands. June 2016. 

76. Controversies in selecting a cluster definition: model-based and design-based 
perspectives on when and why to account for non-independence in studies 
of context and health. University of Pennsylvania, Medical Sociology. 
Philadelphia, PA. October 2016. 

77. Health-relevant side effects of our strategies to reduce urban heat islands and 
flooding. Consortium for Climate Risks in the Urban Northeast (CCRUN) 
Green Infrastructure, Climate, and Cities Seminar Series. Philadelphia, 
PA. November 2016. 
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78. Informing the conversation on how to protect the health of urban populations. 
Panel on Addressing Urban Health Challenges and Opportunities on a 
Global Scale, Satelite Session for the Consortium of Universities for 
Global Health Conference. Washington DC. April 2017. 

79. Adapting measurement tools to assess street-level conditions and individual 
mobility in an informal community. Seminar at the Fundação Oswaldo 
Cruz (Fiocruz), Programa de Computação Científica (PROCC). Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. May 2017. 

80. New methods of measuring the food environment: Tailoring measurement 
approach to the distinct goals of causal inference, intervention targeting, 
and evaluation. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. May 2017. 

81. Solutions-focused research on urban air quality and health: using geographic data 
to study urban health. Center for Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics. 
University of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia, PA. May 2017. 

82. Desafios em estudos de contexto e saúde: duas maneiras de pensar sobre a 
independência e a definição das vizinhanças. [Challenges in studies of 
context and health: two ways to think about non-independence and cluster 
definition.] Congresso Brasileiro de Epidemiologia. Florianópolis, Brazil. 
October 2017. 

83. Slum upgrading…or is it gentrification? unexpected health consequences of 
housing and space improvements in marginalized urban neighborhoods. 
Robert Wood John Foundation funded symposium on Achieving Health 
Equity: The Impact of Social Determinants of Housing, Education and 
Employment on Health Disparities at Duke University. Durham, NC. 
October 2017. 

84. Developing spatio-temporal specificity of exposure to emission reduction policies 
targeting taxi fleet and bus fleet. Urban Health Network for Latin America 
and the Caribbean at Universidad Peruana Cayetano Heredia. Lima, Peru. 
November 2017. 

85. Insights and surprises from a slum community health diagnosis in Brazil. 
University of Pennsylvania Prevention Research Center & Penn Injury 
Science Center, Forum on Tackling Health and Safety through the Built 
Environment. Philadelphia, PA. December 2017. 

86. Urban health on the ground and in practice. Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
New Connections Regional Meeting. Philadelphia, PA. January 2018. 

87. Investigating air quality relevant policy changes in NYC: a spotlight on cleaner 
buses and more fuel-efficient taxis. Columbia Center for Children’s 
Environmental Health, Community Outreach and Translation Core 
Stakeholder meeting. New York, NY. March 2018. 

88. Communities designed to support cardiovascular health for older adults. Diabetes 
LEAD Network. Philadelphia, PA. September 2018. 

89. Place-based efforts to improve health: will they also address health disparities? 
University of Nevada. Las Vegas, NV. November 2018. 

90. Place-based efforts to improve urban air quality & health: trees vs taxis. Writer’s 
Room HOME symposium: Healthy Living. Philadelphia, PA. January 
2019. 
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91. Review results to consider for our discussion of neighborhood and environment. 
NIH/NHLBI Social Determinants of Cardiometabolic Health, Disease, and 
Health Disparities Workshop. Bethesda, MD. March 2019. 

92. Place-based investigations of urban pollution & health:  
trees, traffic, and trash. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
Neuroscience Seminar. Brownsville, TX. March 2019. 

93. Local lessons, global solutions in the urban health-geography nexus panelist. 
American Association of Geographers. Washington DC. April 2019. 

94. Assembling data to understand which changes to the urban environment could 
improve population health. Drexel University, Dornsife School of Public 
Health Dean’s Advisory Council. Philadelphia, PA. June 2019. 

95. Environmental health panelist, emerging population health challenges in New 
York: How must we prepare to deal with them? Rockefeller Institute. 
Albany, NY. June 2019. 

96. Navigating urban health research: illustrations from a longitudinal study of 
neighbourhood food retail in the US. International Conference on Urban 
Health. Xiamen, China. November 2019. 

97. The Urban Health Collaborative at Drexel University. Trustee Meeting, Drexel 
University. Philadelphia, PA. March 2020. 

98. Virtual auditing and the importance of evaluating the health conditions of 
vulnerable communities from a global perspective. Co-Curricular Global 
Virtual Exchange Series, Office of Global Engagement, Drexel 
University. Philadelphia, PA. September 2020. 

99. Urban health research: Foundations and future direction. Maryland Institute for 
Applied Environmental Health, University of Maryland. College Park, 
MD. October 2020. 

100. How might we change the food environment to benefit population health? 
Department of Epidemiology and Population Health, Stanford Medicine. 
February 2021. 

101. Linking built environment measures to MDAC to investigate injury, CVD, and 
all-cause mortality. Census Bureau Mortality Workshop. March 2021. 

102. Global Alliance for Training in Health Equity Research. Panel discussion on 
Promoting Global Health Research Training for Students from Health 
Disparity Backgrounds: Lessons Learned through the NIMHD Minority 
Health Research Training Program. Consortium of Universities for Global 
Health Conference. Washington DC. March 2021. 

103. Data, research, education and partnerships to improve healthy cities. Belfast 
Transformative Health and Regeneration Initiatives (for Vibrancy, 
Equality, and Sustainability) (THRI[VES]) Symposium, Ulster University. 
Belfast, Ireland. June 2021. 

104. Do changes to availability of healthy food stores or medical facilities affect 
cardiovascular risk? Symposium on Implementing Geolocation-Based 
Exposure Assessments. June 2021. 

105. Feeling at home outdoors: an epidemiologist looks at informing built environment 
strategies for safety. University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Institute of 
Neuroscience. Harlingen, TX. July 2022. 
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106. Quantifying and geocoding the physical and built environment. Rapporteur 
summary of Digital Ethology discussion. Ernst Strüngmann Forum. 
Frankfurt, Germany. July 2022. 

107. When does increasing built environment amenities benefit health? Michigan State 
University, Epidemiology and Biostatistics Department Series, jointly 
hosted by Department of Geography, Environment & Spatial Sciences 
Lansing, MI. April 2023. 
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